CHAPTER XIII

SHEEP RAISING AND TRADE
VENTURES

The reform of the silk industry is only one of the
attempts being made in the village to increase income
and thus to counteract the decline in silk prices. But
my present material does not allow me to give such a
detailed analysis of the other measures which are being
taken*

The most important of the new enterprises is sheep
raising. This was introduced about ten years ago,
but only recently became an important industry. Its
development was not due to the initiative of any one
agent, People in the village learned from their neigh-
bours that in the town there was a new shop collecting
sheep fetus, or newly bora sheep. The demand in
the market called forth the new industry in the village.
Even now the people have no exact knowledge of what
is the use of the sheep foetus, and they often asked me
about this. Some supposed that the mother sheep
was killed in order to get the foetus, the skin of which
is valuable. This idea does not accord very well with
traditional ethics, although the people themselves
practise infanticide*

The main difficulty in sheep raising is the problem
of feeding. 90 per cent, of the land is used for farm-
ing (X~2). Except for a few plots of ground occu-
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